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Seminar on Realism
Spring 2023
Instructor: John Mearsheimer

Teaching Assistant: Barnard Choi
Course Description:  The aim of this course is to introduce students to the realist paradigm of international relations. 

Course Requirements:  Every student is expected to do all the reading, be present for every class, and participate in the discussion as much as possible. The final grade will be based on classroom participation (33%), and two 7-page papers (33% each).  

We will provide students with a list of paper topics from which they can choose two.  Both papers will be due in my inbox (j-mearsheimer@uchicago.edu) and Barnard Choi’s inbox (bkchoi@uchicago.edu) no later than 5:00 pm on Tuesday of exam week – May 23.  Papers received after that time will be dropped one letter grade for each day past the due date.  For graduating students, papers will be due no later than 5:00 pm on Wednesday, May 17th.

The papers must be no longer than 7 pages of text, double-spaced, have at least 1-inch margins on all four sides, and have a standard-sized font (12).

Readings and Books:  All of the following books are in paperback – save for Rosato – and have been ordered through the Seminary Coop.  
Charles Glaser. Rational Theory of International Politics (Princeton)

Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan (Penguin Classics)

John Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (Norton)

Sebastian Rosato, Intentions in Great Power Politics (Yale)

Carl Schmitt, The Concept of the Political (Chicago)

Kenneth Waltz, Man, State and War (Columbia)

Kenneth Waltz, Theory of International Politics (Waveland)

All pieces with ** are on Canvas. 

Course Outline:

1.  March 20 (Mon):  The Levels of Analysis
-- Waltz, Man, the State, and War, read entire book
2. March 27 (Mon): The Underlying Logic of Realism 
-- Hobbes, Leviathan, books 1-2.

3. April 3 (Mon):  The Essence of Politics
-- Clausewitz, On War, Books One and Eight. **
-- Schmitt, The Concept of the Political, read entire book.

4.  April 10 (Mon):  Structural Realism-I
-- Mearsheimer, Tragedy, Introduction, chapters 1-4.

-- Dominic Johnson & Bradley Thayer, “The Evolution of Offensive Realism: Survival under Anarchy from the Pleistocene to the Present,” Politics and the Life Sciences, Vol. 35, No. 1 (Spring 2016), pp. 1-26. **
5.  April 17 (Mon):  Structural Realism – II 
-- Waltz, Theory of International Politics, chapters 3-8.

6.  April 24 (Mon): Structural Realism – III 
-- Glaser, Rational Theory of International Politics, chapters 1- 3.

7.  May 1 (Mon): Divining State Intentions 

-- Andrew Kydd, “Sheep in Sheep’s Clothing: Why Security Seekers Do Not Fight Each Other,” Security Studies, Vol. 7, No. 1 (Fall 1997), pp. 114-55. **

-- Rosato, Intentions in Great Power Politics, read entire book.

8.  May 8 (Mon): State Strategies

-- Mearsheimer, Tragedy, chapters 5 and 8.

-- Joseph M. Parent and Sebastian Rosato, "Balancing in Neorealism," International Security, Vol. 40, No. 2 (Fall 2015), pp. 51-86. **

-- Thomas C. Schelling, The Strategy of Conflict (Oxford University Press, 1963), chapters 1 and 4. **

-- Stephen M. Walt, The Origins of Alliances (Cornell University Press, 1988), chapter 5. **

9. May 15 (Mon): The Rational Actor Assumption 
-- John J. Mearsheimer and Sebastian Rosato, “How States Think: The Rationality of Foreign Policy” (forthcoming from Yale University Press). **
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