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Course Description:  The aim of this course is to explore some of the key questions concerning relations among the great powers. 

Course Requirements:  Every student is expected to do all the reading, attend every seminar, and participate in the discussion.  The grade will be based on classroom participation (33%), and two 7-page papers (33% each).  

I will provide students with a list of paper topics on February 28, from which you can choose two.  Both papers will be due in my office (Pick 416A) no later than 5:00 pm on Tuesday of exam week – March 17.  Papers received after that time will be dropped one letter grade for each day past the due date.  Students who plan to graduate in the Spring Quarter must get me their papers by Thursday, March 12. The papers must be no longer than 7 pages of text, double-spaced, have at least 1-inch margins on all four sides, and have a standard-sized font.

Please type your name and the question itself at the top of each paper. 

Readings and Books:  The following books – all in paperback – are available at the Seminary Coop Bookstore. 

John Ikenberry, After Hegemony (Princeton)

Robert Jervis, The Meaning of the Nuclear Revolution (Cornell)

John Mearsheimer, The Great Delusion (Yale)

Nuno Monteiro, Theory of Unipolar Politics (Cambridge)

Patrick Porter, The Global Village Myth (Georgetown)
All articles, unpublished papers, and book chapters with ** next to them are on Canvas. 

Course Outline:

1.  January 8 (Wednesday):  Organizational Meeting 

2.  January 15 (Wednesday): Great Power Politics in Unipolarity – I 
-- Nuno Monteiro, Theory of Unipolar Politics, read entire book
-- William C. Wohlforth, “The Stability of a Unipolar World,” International Security, Vol. 24. No. 1 (Summer 1999), pp. 5-41. **
3. January 22 (Wednesday): Great Power Politics in Unipolarity – II 

-- Mearsheimer, The Great Delusion, read entire book. 

-- H-Diplo/ISSF Roundtable 11-2 on The Great Delusion: Liberal Dreams and International Realities, September 23, 2019. 

4.  January 29 (Wednesday):  Can China Rise Peacefully? – I 

-- Michael Beckley, “Stop Obsessing about China: Why Beijing Will Not Imperil U.S. Hegemony,” Foreign Affairs Website, September 21, 2018.  **
-- Michael Beckley, “The United States Should Fear a Faltering China: Beijing’s Assertiveness Betrays Its Desperation, Foreign Affairs Website, October 28, 2019. **
-- Kurt Campbell and Ely Ratner, “The China Reckoning: How Beijing Defied American Expectations,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 97, No. 2 (March/April 2018), pp. 60-70. **
-- Charles Glaser, “Will China’s Rise Lead to War? Why Realism Does Not Mean Pessimism,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 90, No. 2 (March/April 2011), pp. 80-91. **

-- Adam P. Liff and G. John Ikenberry, “Racing toward Tragedy? China’s Rise, Military Competition in the Asia Pacific, and the Security Dilemma,” International Security, Vol. 39, No. 2 (Fall 2014), pp. 52-91. 
-- John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (NY: Norton, 2014) chapter 10. **

5.  February 5 (Wednesday):  Can China Rise Peacefully? – II  

-- Stephen Biddle and Ivan Oelrich, “Future Warfare in the Western Pacific: Chinese Antiaccess/Area Denial, U.S. AirSea Battle, and Command of the Commons in East Asia,” International Security, Vol. 41, No. 1 (Summer 2016), pp. 7-48.
-- Charles L. Glaser and Steve Fetter, “Should the United States Reject MAD? Damage Limitation and U.S. Nuclear Strategy toward China,” International Security, Vol. 41, No. 1 (Summer 2016), pp. 49–98. **

-- Keir A. Lieber and Daryl G. Press, "Superiority Complex," Atlantic Monthly, Vol. 300, No. 1 (July/August 2007), pp. 86-92. 
-- Caitlin Talmadge, “Would China Go Nuclear? Assessing the Risk of Chinese Nuclear Escalation in a Conventional War with the United States,” International Security, Vol. 41 No. 4 (Spring 2017), pp. 50-92. **

6.  February 12 (Wednesday):  The Nuclear Revolution?
-- Jervis, Meaning of the Nuclear Revolution, read entire book.

-- Keir Lieber and Daryl Press, “The Myth of the Nuclear Revolution,” manuscript. **
7.  February 19 (Wednesday): The Causes of Nuclear Proliferation
-- Francis J. Gavin, “Strategies of Inhibition: U.S. Strategy, the Nuclear Revolution, and Nonproliferation,” International Security, Vol. 40, No. 1 (Summer 2015), pp. 9-46, **
-- Eliza Gheorghe, “Proliferation and the Logic of the Nuclear Market,” International Security, Vol. 43, No. 4 (Spring 2019), pp. 88-127. **
-- Nuno P. Monteiro and Alexandre Debs, “The Strategic Logic of Nuclear Proliferation,” International Security, Vol. 39, No. 2 (Fall 2014), pp. 7-51. **
-- Bradley A. Thayer, “The Causes of Nuclear Proliferation and the Nonproliferation Regime,” Security Studies, Vol. 4, No. 3 (Spring 1995), pp. 463-519. **
8.  February 26 (Wednesday): War in the Global Village 
-- Porter, The Global Village Myth, read entire book.

9.  March 4 (Wednesday): The Future of the Liberal International Order – I  
-- Ikenberry, After Victory, read entire book.
10.  March 11 (Wednesday): The Future of the Liberal International Order – II 
-- Jeff D. Colgan and Robert O. Keohane, “The Liberal Order Is Rigged: Fix It Now or Watch It Whither,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 96, No. 3 (May-June 2017, pp. 36-44. **

-- Daniel Deudney and G. John Ikenberry, “Liberal World: The Resilient Order,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 97, No. 4 (July/August 2018), pp. 16-24. **
-- Henry Farrell and Abraham L. Newman, “Weaponized Interdependence: How Global Economic Networks Shape State Coercion,” International Security, Vol.  44, No. 1 (Summer 2020), pp. 42-79. **

-- Charles L. Glaser, “A Flawed Framework: Why the Liberal International Order Concept Is Misguided, International Security, Vol. 43, No. 4 (Spring 2019), pp. 51-87. **
-- Alastair Iain Johnston, “China in a World of Orders: Rethinking Compliance and Challenge in Beijing’s International Relations,” International Security, Vol. 44, No. 2 (Fall 2019), pp. 9-60.  **
-- John J. Mearsheimer, “Bound to Fail: The Rise and Fall of the Liberal International Order,” International Security, Vol. 43, No. 4 (Spring 2019), pp. 7-50. **
PAGE  
3

