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Course Description:  The aim of this course is to explore some of the core concepts and theoretical ideas that underpin realist theories of international politics. Given the richness of the realist tradition and the limits of the quarter system, some important issues cannot be addressed in detail in this seminar. Many of them will be addressed, however, in a follow-on seminar next quarter (Spring 2023) titled Foundations of Realism 2 (PLSC 41502). In essence, this is the first course in a two-quarter sequence dealing with realism’s foundations. 
Course Requirements:  Every student is expected to do all the reading, attend every session, and participate in the discussion. The grade will be based on classroom participation (33%), and two 7-page papers (33% each).  

I will provide students with a list of paper topics from which they can choose two. Both papers will be due no later than 5:00 pm on Tuesday of exam week – March 7.  Papers received after that time will be dropped one letter grade for each day past the due date.  For graduating students, papers will be due no later than 5:00 pm on Thursday, March 2.  All papers can be sent to me via email.

The papers must be no longer than 7 pages of text, double-spaced, have at least 1-inch margins on all four sides, and have a standard-sized font (12).

Readings and Books:  The following books are all in paper except for Rosato, and all available at the Seminary Coop. 

Charles Glaser. Rational Theory of International Politics (Princeton)
Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan (2nd Norton Critical Edition)

John Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (Norton)
Sebastian Rosato, Intentions in Great Power Politics (Yale)
Carl Schmitt, The Concept of the Political (Chicago)

Kenneth Waltz, Man, State and War (Columbia)

Kenneth Waltz, Theory of International Politics (Waveland)
All articles, books, and book chapters with ** next to them are on Canvas.
Course Outline:

1. January 9 (Monday):  The Levels of Analysis

-- Waltz, Man, the State, and War, read entire book

2. January 16 (Monday):  No Class – MLK Holiday

3. January 23 (Monday): The Underlying Logic of Realism 

-- Hobbes, Leviathan, parts 1-2.

4. January 30 (Monday): The Essence of Politics

-- Hans J. Morgenthau, Politics among Nations, 5th ed. (Knopf, 1973), chapters 1-3. ** 

-- Schmitt, Concept of the Political, read entire book.
5. February 6 (Monday): Structural Realism – I 

-- Mearsheimer, Tragedy, Introduction, chapters 1-4.

-- Dominic Johnson & Bradley Thayer, “The Evolution of Offensive Realism: Survival under Anarchy from the Pleistocene to the Present,” Politics and the Life Sciences, Vol. 35, No. 1 (Spring 2016), pp. 1-26. **
6.  February 13 (Monday): Structural Realism – II 

-- Waltz, Theory of International Politics, chapters 3-8.
7.  February 20 (Monday): Structural Realism – III 

-- Glaser, Rational Theory of International Politics, chapters 1- 3.
8.  February 27 (Monday): Divining State Intentions 

-- Andrew Kydd, “Sheep in Sheep’s Clothing: Why Security Seekers Do Not Fight Each Other,” Security Studies, Vol. 7, No. 1 (Fall 1997), pp. 114-55. **
-- Rosato, Intentions in Great Power Politics, read entire book.
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